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GROUND RULES

The trail is open daily from sunrise to sunset.
Always use crosswalks!

INTRO

The famed mermaids of Weeki Wachee Springs
have been luring guests from across the globe

for over seven decades. Twenty-one beautiful
mermaids have ventured outside the pristine waters
of Weeki Wachee to visit Hernando County’s
historic City of Brooksville and they’ve fallen in
love with the place. Each mermaid has chosen

her favorite location in the city and is looking for
humans to agree with her. Some chose their spot
for the view - others for the architecture - others for
the important events that took place there. But now
that each mermaid has found their spot they have
totally lost track of the others! Mermaids don’t use
cell phones (no pockets) so how can they possibly
find one another again? You are needed to embark
on a quest for these elusive creatures, the sirens of
the spring. With a keen eye and an adventurous
spirit, you can locate these mystical aquatic
creatures in the historic city of Brooksville, Florida.

Your journey to find the twenty-one beauties
awaits! Locating these legendary sirens should be a
fun and mer-mazing scavenger hunt for the entire
family. Can you locate all twenty-one? Can you
figure out why they’ve selected their location? Can
you tell them where their friends are?

Share your adventure with us on social media by
using the hashtag #flmermaidtrail and let your
adventures begin!
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ADVENTURE COAST

BROOKSVILLE & WEEKI WACHEE

— VISITOR INFORMATION CENTERS —

WEEKI WACHEE SPRINGS
STATE PARK BROOKSVILLE

6131 Commercial Way 205 E. Fort Dade Ave.

Weeki Wachee, FL.34606 a Brookswville, FL 34601

DOWNTOWN

hernandosun.com

Be on the lookout

THE
NEWSPAPER
READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

MERMAID

at your favorite local businesses!

Grealgr
Herea n O, Most Trusted Business
CHAM ounty Referral Source
FCOMMERCE =~ *=*=
x Our Mission: “We strengthen our business environment
] to enable our members to prosper.”
15588 Aviation Loop Drive #CheckYourChamber

Brooksville FL 34604
- Find us on
(352) 796-0697 £
www.hernandochamber.com @HernandoCountyChamber

,‘-1-._";.:-!. = ELLE]

MAIN STREET

www.HistoricDowntownBrooksyville.com
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www.FloridaMermaidTrail.com
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SHORT ROUTE

A - 205 E Fort Dade Avenue

Lirit wanted to get an aerial view of the city as well as
a prime spot to hear the music from the bandshell.
A friendly eagle carried her up and dropped her
off on a high perch where she could see everyone
coming and going! If you listen closely when bands
are playing, you can hear her singing along.

B - 111 N Main Street

Binda had never been enthralled with going to
the surface of the water - she preferred the deep
- exploring caverns and swimming with the sea
monsters. Binda found the sun blinding and the feel
of dry hair on her back was so itchy! Shed wandered
into a hardware store to escape the sun and had a
nice talk with the owner, who told her stories about
the women in her husband’s family who had founded
that store over 100 years ago! She gave Binda some
water to wet her hair and Binda went on her way.
But immediately upon going outside again Binda
found the sun so bright and hot she searched for
shade. She found a shaded spot right next to the nice
hardware store. Humans liked to sit there as well and
she met many interesting people as the days went by.

C-101 N Main Street

Many years ago Inna heard a story about a terrible
fire in the city. The three story building was too
high for firefighters to effectively battle the blaze.
The building lost its third floor to the fire and the
city forever banned any buildings above two stories.
Rumor is (even though the building is only two
stories now) you can see the Gulf from the roof!
Inna liked knowing she could get up there anytime
for a glimpse of home.

D - Courthouse 20 N Main Street

Halimeda missed the water. She was having trouble
understanding why anyone would choose to live
out of sight of the ocean - especially when it is only
30 minutes away! And then she saw it - the water
that so reminded her of home! And that is where
she stayed. (Halimeda had a spa day and received
beauty treatments at Teal Plank Workshop).
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E - 26 S Broad Street

Jauhera heard a rumor that a mermaid had come to
Brooksville before she and her friends arrived. But no
one had heard from her for years, and chances were
good it was just a fable. Imagine her surprise, then,
when she found Chalsie, that long-lost mermaid!
They quickly became friends and Jauhera plastered
Chalsie with questions about mermaid life in the old
days. Jauhera considered her new friend a treasure
beyond any other she might find elsewhere.

F - 10 S Main Street

When at Weeki Wachee, Neri woke early each
morning and swam to her favorite rock to watch the
sunrise. She was curious to see how a Brooksville
sunrise would compare and found herself a nice
ledge from which to watch. Neri reveled each
morning in watching the sun slowly bringing color
and light over the beautiful brick buildings in front
of her.

G - 36 N Broad Street

Chalsie had always loved finding a comfortable spot
near a port and watching the ships come in and the
dolphins chase fish. As she turned onto Brooksville
Avenue, her eyes were immediately drawn to the
Water Tower because it reminded her of a port. She
was too shy to go to the Tower itself and found a
comfortable spot on a building a block away. Shed
been right about the port; besides its function as a
water tower, it was also the Good Neighbor Trailhead.
Cyclists and walkers came and went, resting and
chatting before getting back on their bikes to bounce
along the brick-lined street.

H - 26 S Brooksville Avenue

Muirgheal loves to learn. She can often be found
researching the history of the sea and volunteers at
the Gulf Library under Bimini Island, organizing
documents and interviewing old timers.

After finding out the new City Hall was not the
original, Muirgheal set out to find the old one! She
was delighted to find it covered with murals of fire
responders and decided that shed discovered the
best building in Brooksville!
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I - 302 S Brooksville Avenue

Takara is obsessed with sparkle and color and was
immediately drawn to a tower that housed a massive
chandelier. Built in 1884, the Frazze family bought
it in 1913 for a whopping $2500! Mr. Frazze served
as Train Station Master and used the tower to keep
an eye on the trains when he came home from work.
The chandelier is a new addition to the home, but it
made this home Takara’s favorite!

J - 131 S Main Street

As the leader of the mermaid world, Mira was
interested in the role of women in Brooksville. She
was thrilled to discover that Brooksville was the first
city in Florida to elect a female mayor and the first
to employ a female county attorney. Both women,
Mayor Lena Hawkins and Attorney Annie Law
were founding members of the GFWC Brooksville
Woman’s Club which spearheaded the work in
bringing Brooksville a library, the YWCA, theater,
and more! Inspired by the stories of Brooksville
women and wanting to learn more, Mira decided to
make the Woman’s Club her home. She found a spot
that would allow her to see everyone come and go so

she could meet every amazing woman that came to
the club!

K - 100 N Brooksville Avenue

Anabhita’s first stop had been the city water plant
- she still couldn’t really grasp how people had
figured out how to clean the water and put it inside
buildings. But they had - and done it so well that in
2017 Brooksville won an award for the Best Tasting
Water in Florida. Anahita then went to visit the
former site of the Vernada Hotel - the first hotel
with indoor running water. The hotel had 30 guest
rooms, and each floor had a couple bathrooms that
guests shared. It would have been quite a novelty
then. For a mermaid, the idea was still a novelty!
The hotel was long gone, but the magic of the place
remained in the quirky building that took its place.




www.Bread BoxBakery18.wixsite.com
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